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Red Flags for Referral to Speech Language Pathologist
Below are some of the indicators that there may be concern about speech, language and communication development. If you are concerned, please speak with your child’s primary care physician to initiate a referral for evaluation. 

Birth-Six Months: 
· Diagnosed medical condition, neurological condition or premature birth
· Feeding difficulties (breast or bottle)
· Sleep challenges beyond the normal
· You feel unable to bond with or connect to your baby
· Your baby avoids eye contact or does not seem to interact
· Limited interest in toys or people

Six to Twelve Months:
· Lack of clear communicative intent
· Infrequent attempts to communicate
· Limited sound play
· Lack of gestures
· Lack of response to spoken language

Twelve to Twenty-four Months: 
· Slow to add words, seems to lose communication skills
· Lack of or difficulty with imitation skills
· Difficulty answering questions or following simple directions
· Frequent frustration or tantrums
· Over reliance on gestures or pantomime
· Limited sound development
· Feeding issues
· Allergies, frequent ear infections, snoring
· Reliance on an interpreter
· Need for structure, control and repetition

Two to Three Years: 
· Limited vocabulary
· Limited use of word combinations
· Unclear intent and difficulty expressing wants and needs
· Difficulty with questions and directions
· Limited play skills
· Unclear speech
· Drooling or feeding issues
· Difficulty sustaining attention to a favored activity

Three to Four Years:
· Difficulty combining words for sentences
· Difficulty with vocabulary and word finding
· Difficulty with asking and answering questions, sharing info
· Limited clarity of speech
· Frustration or withdrawal
· Behavior issues
· Poor listening or attention skills

Four to Five Years:
· Limited clarity of speech
· Difficulty with sentence formation, grammar, vocabulary
· Difficulty with listening and processing spoken language
· Limited play and social interactions with peers
· Lack of flexibility/needing to be in control
· Difficulty with transitions
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